
Free Boiler Grant: What It Is, Who Is Eligible, and How to Apply 

In the UK, a free boiler grant can provide essential support for homeowners who need to 
replace their outdated or inefficient heating systems. The UK government, through the 
Energy Company Obligation (ECO4) scheme, helps qualifying households to upgrade their 
boilers at no cost, reducing energy bills, enhancing home comfort, and supporting the 
environment by promoting energy efficiency. This article will explore what the free boiler 
grant is, who is eligible, the benefits, and the application process. 

What Is a Free Boiler Grant? 

A free boiler grant is a government-backed initiative designed to provide eligible 
homeowners with a fully-funded replacement of their old, inefficient boiler with a new, 
energy-efficient model. The goal of the grant is to help households reduce energy 
consumption, lower their heating costs, and improve the overall comfort of their homes. The 
replacement boiler is typically an "A-rated" model, which means it is energy-efficient and will 
consume less energy, saving you money in the long run. 

This scheme is part of the Energy Company Obligation (ECO), a government program that 
obligates larger energy companies to provide funding for energy-efficient home 
improvements. ECO4, which is the latest phase of the scheme, particularly targets 
vulnerable households that are struggling to afford energy-efficient upgrades. 

Why Is the Free Boiler Grant Important? 

The importance of the free boiler grant lies in its ability to support energy efficiency 
improvements in homes that are most in need of assistance. An old or inefficient boiler can 
result in higher energy bills due to its inability to heat a home efficiently. Furthermore, an 
inefficient boiler is often prone to breakdowns and repairs, adding additional costs for 
homeowners. 

By upgrading to a modern, high-efficiency boiler, households can reduce their energy usage 
by up to 30%. This not only lowers heating bills but also helps to cut down on the overall 
carbon footprint of the household, contributing to environmental sustainability. 

Who Is Eligible for the Free Boiler Grant? 

Eligibility for the free boiler grant is generally based on two factors: income and the energy 
efficiency of the home. The scheme is aimed at supporting low-income households, elderly 
residents, and people with health conditions that can be worsened by living in cold homes. 
Here are the main criteria for eligibility: 

1. Income-Based Eligibility 

Households that receive specific means-tested benefits may be eligible for the free boiler 
grant. This includes those who are on one or more of the following benefits: 
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● Universal Credit 
 

● Pension Credit 
 

● Income Support 
 

● Employment and Support Allowance (ESA) 
 

● Jobseeker's Allowance (JSA) 
 

● Child Tax Credits or Working Tax Credits 
 

● Disability Living Allowance (DLA) or Personal Independence Payment (PIP) 
 

If you are a homeowner and receive any of these benefits, you may qualify for the scheme. 

2. Energy Performance Certificate (EPC) Rating 

Your home must have an EPC rating of D, E, F, or G to qualify for the grant. The EPC rating 
is an energy efficiency score for your home, which ranges from A to G. Homes with lower 
ratings are considered inefficient, meaning they require a greater amount of energy to heat. 
By upgrading the boiler, these homes can reduce their energy consumption and improve the 
overall energy performance of the building. 

3. Health Conditions 

Certain health conditions can make living in a cold home dangerous. If you or a family 
member suffer from health conditions like asthma, cardiovascular problems, or arthritis, you 
may be eligible for a free boiler grant. A referral from your doctor or healthcare provider may 
be required to confirm that your health conditions would benefit from the upgrade. 

4. Private Tenants 

Private tenants can also apply for the free boiler grant, but they may need to obtain 
permission from their landlord before applying. The landlord would need to agree to the 
installation of the new boiler, which could result in a more energy-efficient and comfortable 
living space for the tenants. 

5. Low Income 

Even if you do not receive government benefits, you may still qualify for the free boiler grant 
if your household income is below a certain threshold. For example, households with an 
income below £31,000 per year before tax may be eligible for the scheme, depending on 
other factors such as the size of the property and the type of heating system currently in 
place. 

How to Apply for the Free Boiler Grant 



Applying for the free boiler grant is a relatively straightforward process. Here are the steps to 
follow: 

1. Check Eligibility 

The first step is to check if you are eligible for the free boiler grant. Many energy companies 
and grant providers offer online eligibility checks that ask for basic information about your 
household income, benefits, and energy efficiency rating. If you qualify, you will be able to 
move forward with the application. 

2. Complete an Application 

Once you have confirmed your eligibility, you can complete the application process. This 
usually involves filling out a form with information about your current heating system, the 
condition of your boiler, your property details, and the benefits you receive. 

In some cases, you may also be required to provide documentation such as proof of 
benefits, an EPC certificate, or a referral from your doctor. 

3. Survey and Installation 

After your application is submitted, an accredited heating engineer will conduct a home 
survey to assess your current heating system and determine the type of boiler that will best 
suit your home. Once the survey is complete, a new, energy-efficient boiler will be installed 
at no cost to you. 

The installation process typically takes only a day or two, and once completed, your new 
boiler will be up and running, providing efficient heating for your home. 

Benefits of the Free Boiler Grant 

1. Lower Energy Bills 

The primary benefit of the free boiler grant is the reduction in energy bills. Modern, 
energy-efficient boilers are designed to use less energy, which means that your monthly 
heating costs will decrease. Depending on the size of your home and your heating needs, 
the savings can be substantial. 

2. Improved Home Comfort 

An efficient boiler provides better heating, ensuring that your home stays warm during the 
colder months. In addition to reducing costs, this can improve your overall comfort, 
especially in older homes where heating systems may be inefficient or unreliable. 

3. Environmental Impact 

By upgrading to an energy-efficient boiler, you are not only saving money but also helping to 
reduce carbon emissions. More efficient boilers burn less fuel, which means fewer harmful 
gases are released into the atmosphere, contributing to a cleaner environment. 



4. Increased Property Value 

An energy-efficient home is often more attractive to potential buyers. If you are planning to 
sell your home in the future, having a modern, efficient heating system in place could 
increase its value and make it more appealing to prospective buyers. 

Final Thoughts 

The free boiler grant is an excellent opportunity for eligible homeowners to replace their old 
and inefficient boilers without any upfront cost. By upgrading to an energy-efficient boiler, 
households can reduce their energy consumption, save money on heating bills, and 
contribute to environmental sustainability. Whether you receive benefits, live in an inefficient 
home, or suffer from health conditions that make cold homes dangerous, the free boiler 
grant can provide much-needed relief. 

If you believe you are eligible, don’t hesitate to apply for the free boiler grant. The process is 
simple, and the benefits are substantial. Start saving on your energy bills today by taking 
advantage of this valuable scheme. 
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