
Understand RTO Tax in Maharashtra and 

Vehicle Registration Charges 

Purchasing a new vehicle is an exciting milestone, but understanding the expenses beyond the 

showroom price is equally important. Before driving your new car or bike on public roads, 

you must complete the registration process and pay the rto tax in maharashtra as per 

government regulations. Knowing these charges in advance helps buyers plan their budget 

and avoid unexpected costs during registration. 

Whether you are buying a two-wheeler, private car, or commercial vehicle, the Regional 

Transport Office (RTO) collects taxes and registration fees based on vehicle type, value, and 

other applicable rules. This guide explains everything you need to know about Maharashtra 

RTO tax, registration charges, and the factors that influence them. 

 

What Is RTO Tax in Maharashtra? 

RTO tax is a mandatory payment collected by the Regional Transport Office when a vehicle 

is registered. It is also commonly known as road tax and is used by the state government to 

support road development, maintenance, and transportation infrastructure. 

Every vehicle owner must pay this tax before obtaining a registration certificate (RC). 

Without completing this process, the vehicle cannot be legally driven on public roads. 

Why Is RTO Tax Important? 

Paying RTO tax ensures that: 

1. Your vehicle receives legal registration. 

https://www.squareinsurance.in/rto/road-tax-in-india/road-tax-in-maharashtra


2. You comply with state transport regulations. 

3. The government generates revenue for road infrastructure. 

4. You avoid penalties for non-compliance. 

5. Your registration process is completed smoothly. 

The tax amount generally depends on the category and cost of the vehicle along with 

applicable government policies. 

Factors Affecting RTO Tax in Maharashtra 

Several factors determine the final amount payable during vehicle registration. 

1. Vehicle Price 

The ex-showroom cost of the vehicle is one of the primary factors used for calculating road 

tax. 

2. Vehicle Category 

Different tax structures apply to: 

1. Motorcycles 

2. Scooters 

3. Hatchbacks 

4. Sedans 

5. SUVs 

6. Commercial vehicles 

7. Electric vehicles 

3. Fuel Type 

The applicable tax may differ depending on whether the vehicle runs on petrol, diesel, CNG, 

or electricity. 

4. Vehicle Purpose 

Private and commercial vehicles have separate taxation structures and registration 

requirements. 

5. Government Policies 

The Maharashtra government may revise tax rates periodically, affecting registration costs for 

newly purchased vehicles. 

Vehicle Registration Charges in Maharashtra 

Apart from road tax, vehicle owners may also need to pay additional registration-related fees. 

These charges can include: 



1. Registration fee 

2. Smart card fee 

3. Number plate charges 

4. FASTag charges (where applicable) 

5. Hypothecation charges for financed vehicles 

6. Fitness certificate fees for commercial vehicles 

The final payable amount varies depending on the type and value of the vehicle. 

How Is RTO Tax Calculated? 

Although the exact formula depends on prevailing government regulations, RTO tax is 

generally calculated considering: 

1. Ex-showroom price 

2. Applicable tax percentage 

3. Vehicle category 

4. Registration-related fees 

5. Additional service charges 

For example, luxury vehicles usually attract higher road tax compared to economy models 

because taxation is often linked to vehicle value. 

Registration Process for Vehicles in Maharashtra 

The registration procedure generally follows these steps: 

Step 1: Purchase the Vehicle 

Buy the vehicle from an authorized dealership. 

Step 2: Submit Required Documents 

Provide identity proof, address proof, invoice, insurance policy, and other mandatory 

documents. 

Step 3: Tax Payment 

Pay applicable road tax and registration fees. 

Step 4: Vehicle Inspection 

In certain situations, the RTO may inspect the vehicle before approving registration. 

Step 5: Registration Certificate Issued 

After successful verification and payment, the Registration Certificate (RC) is generated. 

Documents Required for Vehicle Registration 



Keep the following documents ready: 

1. Identity proof 

2. Address proof 

3. Passport-size photographs 

4. PAN Card (where applicable) 

5. Sales invoice 

6. Form 20 application 

7. Valid motor insurance policy 

8. Pollution Under Control (PUC) certificate (if applicable) 

9. Temporary registration details 

10. Finance documents for loan-financed vehicles 

Providing complete documentation helps speed up the registration process. 

RTO Tax for Two-Wheelers 

Bike and scooter owners also need to pay road tax before registration. 

The payable amount depends on: 

1. Ex-showroom price 

2. Engine category 

3. Registration charges 

4. Applicable state taxes 

Premium motorcycles generally attract higher tax compared to entry-level commuter bikes. 

RTO Tax for Four-Wheelers 

Car owners pay road tax based on several factors such as: 

1. Vehicle value 

2. Fuel type 

3. Seating capacity 

4. Category of vehicle 

5. Applicable state regulations 

SUVs and luxury vehicles often have higher registration costs because of their higher 

purchase value. 

Are Electric Vehicles Eligible for Benefits? 

Government policies may provide incentives or concessions for electric vehicles to encourage 

eco-friendly transportation. These benefits can vary depending on the latest state regulations 

and policy updates. 

Prospective buyers should verify the latest eligibility conditions before making a purchase. 



Tips to Estimate Registration Expenses 

Before buying a vehicle: 

1. Check the ex-showroom price. 

2. Estimate applicable road tax. 

3. Include insurance costs. 

4. Consider registration fees. 

5. Factor in FASTag and accessory costs. 

6. Account for financing-related charges if taking a loan. 

Proper planning gives a realistic estimate of the vehicle's on-road price. 

Common Mistakes to Avoid 

Many buyers make avoidable errors during registration. 

Some common mistakes include: 

1. Submitting incomplete documents 

2. Ignoring updated tax rules 

3. Not verifying personal details 

4. Delaying registration 

5. Forgetting mandatory insurance renewal 

6. Assuming all vehicle categories have identical tax rates 

Careful verification helps prevent delays and penalties. 

Frequently Asked Question (FAQs) 

Q1. What is RTO tax in Maharashtra? 

RTO tax in Maharashtra is a mandatory road tax paid during vehicle registration that allows a 

vehicle to be legally operated on public roads. 

Q2. Is RTO tax compulsory for every new vehicle? 

Yes, payment of applicable road tax is generally required before completing vehicle 

registration. 

Q3. How is Maharashtra road tax calculated? 

The calculation usually depends on factors like the vehicle's ex-showroom price, category, 

fuel type, and applicable government rules. 

Q4. Do two-wheelers and cars have different RTO tax rates? 

Yes, tax structures typically differ based on vehicle type and classification. 

Q5. Can electric vehicles receive tax benefits in Maharashtra? 

Depending on prevailing government policies, eligible electric vehicles may receive 

incentives or concessions. 



Q6. What documents are needed for vehicle registration? 

Common documents include identity proof, address proof, sales invoice, insurance policy, 

application forms, and finance documents if applicable. 

Conclusion 

Understanding rto tax in maharashtra before purchasing a vehicle can help buyers make 

informed financial decisions and complete the registration process without unnecessary 

complications. Since road tax and registration charges contribute significantly to the final on-

road price, planning these expenses in advance is essential. If you are looking for reliable 

insurance assistance along with guidance on vehicle-related documentation and protection, 

Square Insurance can help simplify your insurance journey with suitable policy options and 

expert support. 

Please Note: Stay connected with your insurance needs effortlessly using Square Insurance 

POS Apps on Google Play, making policy management convenient anytime and anywhere. 

 

https://play.google.com/store/apps/details?id=com.square.squareinsurance&hl=en_IN&pli=1
https://play.google.com/store/apps/details?id=com.square.squareinsurance&hl=en_IN&pli=1

