
Explore the Longest National 

Highways in India and Their 

Routes 
 
India has one of the world's largest road transportation networks, connecting 
cities, towns, villages, ports, and industrial hubs across the country. Longest 
National Highways In India play a vital role in ensuring seamless 
connectivity, supporting economic growth, and making travel easier for 
millions of people every day. These highways not only reduce travel time but 
also improve logistics, trade, tourism, and regional development. 
 

Whether you're a traveler planning a road trip, a transport business owner, or 

simply curious about India's road infrastructure, understanding the country's 

longest national highways provides valuable insights into how the nation 

stays connected. 

 

What Are National Highways? 
National Highways (NHs) are major roadways maintained by the Central 

Government of India through the National Highways Authority of India 

(NHAI) and the Ministry of Road Transport and Highways (MoRTH). These 
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highways connect important cities, state capitals, industrial centers, ports, 

airports, and border regions. 

Although National Highways account for only a small percentage of India's 

total road network, they carry a significant portion of the country's road 

traffic. 

List of the Longest National Highways in India 
• NH 44 – 3,745 km – Srinagar to Kanyakumari 
• NH 27 – 3,507 km – Porbandar to Silchar 
• NH 48 – 2,807 km – Delhi to Chennai 
• NH 52 – 2,317 km – Sangrur to Ankola 
• NH 30 – 2,040 km – Sitarganj to Ibrahimpatnam 
• NH 53 – 1,949 km – Hajira to Paradip 
• NH 16 – 1,711 km – Kolkata to Chennai 
• NH 66 – 1,622 km – Panvel to Kanyakumari 
• NH 19 – 1,323 km – Delhi to Kolkata 
• NH 65 – 1,168 km – Pune to Machilipatnam 

 

NH 44 – India's Longest National Highway 
NH 44 is the longest National Highway in India, stretching approximately 

3,745 kilometres from Srinagar in Jammu & Kashmir to Kanyakumari in Tamil 

Nadu. 

States Covered by NH 44 
• Jammu & Kashmir 
• Punjab 
• Haryana 
• Delhi 
• Uttar Pradesh 
• Rajasthan 
• Madhya Pradesh 
• Maharashtra 
• Telangana 
• Andhra Pradesh 
• Karnataka 
• Tamil Nadu 

Why NH 44 Is Important 
• Connects North and South India. 
• Facilitates movement of commercial vehicles. 
• Supports interstate tourism. 
• Reduces transportation costs. 
• Improves access to major metropolitan cities. 



NH 27 – The Second Longest National Highway 
NH 27 covers approximately 3,507 kilometres and stretches from Porbandar 

in Gujarat to Silchar in Assam. 

This highway forms one of the country's most significant east-west transport 

corridors. 

Major States Covered 
• Gujarat 
• Rajasthan 
• Madhya Pradesh 
• Uttar Pradesh 
• Bihar 
• West Bengal 
• Assam 

Key Benefits 
• Boosts agricultural trade. 
• Connects industrial regions. 
• Improves connectivity to Northeast India. 
• Supports economic development across multiple states. 

NH 48 – Connecting Major Business Cities 
NH 48 links Delhi with Chennai through several economically important cities. 

Important Cities on NH 48 
• Delhi 
• Gurugram 
• Jaipur 
• Udaipur 
• Ahmedabad 
• Vadodara 
• Surat 
• Mumbai 
• Pune 
• Bengaluru 
• Chennai 

This highway plays an important role in transporting goods between 

manufacturing hubs and ports. 

NH 52 – A Major North-South Corridor 
NH 52 extends from Sangrur in Punjab to Ankola in Karnataka. 

The highway passes through several states and supports both passenger and 

freight transportation. 



States Covered 
• Punjab 
• Haryana 
• Rajasthan 
• Madhya Pradesh 
• Maharashtra 
• Karnataka 

NH 30 – Strengthening Central India 
NH 30 connects northern India with southern regions through Uttar Pradesh, 

Madhya Pradesh, Chhattisgarh, Telangana, and Andhra Pradesh. 

This highway is particularly important for agricultural transport and regional 

connectivity. 

Why Are Long National Highways Important? 
India's longest highways contribute significantly to national development. 

Faster Transportation 
Long-distance highways reduce travel time and improve connectivity between 

states. 

Improved Trade 
Manufacturers, wholesalers, and retailers depend on highways for the quick 

movement of goods. 

Tourism Growth 
Popular tourist destinations become more accessible, encouraging domestic 

and international travel. 

Better Logistics 
Transport companies benefit from smoother routes, reducing delivery times 

and operational costs. 

Employment Generation 
Construction, maintenance, roadside businesses, hotels, fuel stations, and 

logistics create thousands of employment opportunities. 

Interesting Facts About India's Longest 
Highways 
• NH 44 replaced several older highways after the national highway 

renumbering system. 
• India has more than 1.4 lakh kilometres of National Highways. 



• National Highways carry a large share of India's road traffic despite 
covering only a small portion of the total road network. 

• Many expressways are being developed alongside National Highways to 
improve travel efficiency. 

• The Bharatmala Pariyojana project is further strengthening India's 
highway infrastructure. 

Safety Tips While Driving on National 
Highways 
Long highway journeys require careful planning and safe driving habits. 

• Follow speed limits at all times. 
• Wear seat belts throughout the journey. 
• Avoid using mobile phones while driving. 
• Take regular breaks during long-distance travel. 
• Maintain safe distance from heavy vehicles. 
• Check tyre pressure and brakes before starting. 
• Carry valid driving documents and vehicle insurance. 
• Drive carefully during rain, fog, or nighttime. 

Importance of Vehicle Insurance for Highway 
Travel 
Driving on long National Highways increases exposure to traffic, varying 

weather conditions, and unexpected situations. Having valid motor insurance 

helps protect you financially against accidents, vehicle damage, theft, and 

third-party liabilities. 

Before starting any long road trip, ensure that your insurance policy is active, 

your vehicle documents are updated, and emergency assistance numbers are 

easily accessible. 

Frequently Asked Questions (FAQs) 
Q1. Which is the longest National Highway in India? 

NH 44 is the longest National Highway in India, covering approximately 3,745 

kilometres from Srinagar to Kanyakumari. 

Q2. Which is the second longest National Highway in India? 

NH 27 is the second longest National Highway, extending around 3,507 

kilometres from Porbandar to Silchar. 

Q3. How many states does NH 44 pass through? 

NH 44 passes through multiple states and union territories, connecting 

northern and southern India via several major cities. 



Q4. Who maintains National Highways in India? 

National Highways are primarily maintained by the National Highways 

Authority of India (NHAI) under the Ministry of Road Transport and 

Highways. 

Q5. Why are National Highways important? 

They improve transportation, promote trade, support tourism, reduce travel 

time, and strengthen the country's economic development. 

Q6. Is vehicle insurance necessary for highway travel? 

Yes. A valid motor insurance policy provides financial protection against 

accidents, third-party liabilities, theft, and vehicle damage during highway 

journeys. 

Conclusion 
India's extensive highway network forms the backbone of the nation's 

transportation system, and the Longest National Highways In India play a 

crucial role in connecting diverse regions, industries, and communities. From 

the north-to-south stretch of NH 44 to the east-west corridor of NH 27, these 

highways support economic growth, tourism, and efficient logistics across the 

country. 

Before embarking on a long-distance drive, it is equally important to ensure 
your vehicle is roadworthy and adequately insured. Square Insurance helps 
vehicle owners explore suitable motor insurance options, making it easier to 
protect their journeys with confidence and enjoy worry-free travel on India's 
highways. 
 


