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Where seat covers earn their place

A properly fitted seat cover is a sacrificial layer. That’s
the whole concept, and it’s a good one.

The cover absorbs the UV, the heat cycling, the
abrasion from getting in and out, the sunscreen, the
sweat, the spilled coffee and the kids’ shoes. The
factory upholstery underneath stays in essentially the
condition it was in the day you fitted it. When the
cover eventually shows wear, you replace the cover —
not the seat.

There’s a second benefit people underrate. Because the cover sits above the seat
rather than being bonded to it, the trapped air acts as a modest thermal buffer. It
won’'t make a 70°C cabin comfortable, but it takes the worst of the surface heat off
the material underneath.
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What to actually look for

@® Custom fit for your exact make, model —
and year. This matters more than any other
single factor. Universal covers bunch, slide

and gape — and they gape worst at the |ﬂ” -~ ﬁ
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bolsters, which is precisely the area taking
the most sun and the most wear. A cover
that doesnt stay put isnt protecting
anything.

@ Stitching and thread quality. UV degrades
thread just as it degrades panels, and thread
has far less material to lose. Double-stitched
seams and UV-stable thread are what
separate a cover that lasts five summers
from one that opens up in two.


https://www.prestigeperfection.com.au/shop-products/car-seat-covers/

@® Airbag compatibility — check this properly. Most modern vehicles have
side airbags housed inside the outer seat bolster. Covers designed tor these
seats use an engineered tear seam (sometimes called an SRS seam) that splits
instantly on deployment. Worth knowing: Australian Design Rules govern
vehicles, not aftermarket accessories, so there is no certification stamp to
look for. That means the responsibility sits with you — check your owner’s
manual or look for the SRS AIRBAG tag on the seat, then insist on covers
explicitly stated to be compatible, and make sure theyre installed with the
tear seam correctly aligned.
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