
Turnstile Speed Gates for Efficient Visitor and Employee Access 

Every UAE business lobby faces the same daily balancing act: moving hundreds of employees and 

visitors through the front door quickly without compromising who actually gets inside. Turnstile Speed 

Gates have become the standard answer for corporate towers, business parks, and free-zone offices 

across Dubai and Abu Dhabi, replacing manned reception checkpoints with fast, automated lanes that 

verify a credential in under a second. 

 

This guide walks through how these systems handle the very different needs of visitors and employees, 

the main gate types available, and what UAE facility managers should weigh before choosing hardware 

for a lobby refit or a new building fit-out. 
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Balancing Visitor Flow and Employee Access in One Lobby 

A modern UAE office lobby has to serve two very different populations at once: employees who pass 

through the same entrance dozens of times a week and expect near-instant recognition, and visitors 

who need a straightforward, one-time process that does not require them to understand a building's 

internal systems before they can get past reception. 

Facility managers increasingly design their entrance strategy around this split rather than treating every 

person the same way, routing pre-registered employees through fast biometric or credential lanes while 

directing visitors to a separate check-in flow that issues a temporary, time-limited pass without slowing 

down the staff lanes beside it. 

Turnstile Access Control as the Foundation of a Managed Lobby 

Behind every gate sits the software deciding who gets through and logging the result. Turnstile Access 

Control platforms used across UAE commercial buildings centralise that decision-making, letting a single 

facilities team manage credentials, view live entry events, and generate audit-ready reports across every 

lane in the lobby from one dashboard rather than checking each gate's local log separately. 

For multi-tenant office towers, this software layer also needs to segment access by company, ensuring 

one tenant's staff badge cannot be used to enter a different tenant's floor, while still allowing shared 

lobby amenities to recognise credentials from every tenant in the building. 

Tripod Turnstile Gates for Standard Staff Entrances 

For back-of-house staff entrances, loading-dock personnel doors, and secondary building access points, 

Tripod Turnstile Gates remain the most cost-effective and widely deployed option across UAE 

commercial properties. Their compact footprint and low mechanical complexity make them easy to 

retrofit into an existing corridor without major civil works. 

Because tripod units are simple to maintain, they are a practical choice for secondary entrances that see 

moderate, predictable traffic, such as staff arriving for an early shift before the main lobby opens, where 

a lighter-duty gate is entirely sufficient. 

Swing Barrier Turnstile Gates for Premium Corporate Lobbies 

Main lobbies in Grade A office towers across Dubai and Abu Dhabi increasingly specify Swing Barrier 

Turnstile Gates for their combination of accessibility and architectural presence. Wide glass panels 

swing open smoothly on a verified credential, accommodating wheelchairs, luggage, and visitors 

carrying laptop bags far more comfortably than a rotating tripod arm. 

Where Swing Barriers Add the Most Value 

● Flagship corporate lobbies where first impressions matter as much as security. 

● Buildings with high daily visitor volume needing accessible, low-friction entry. 

● Mixed-tenant towers where a premium finish reflects the overall building brand. 

Full Height Turnstile Gates for Perimeter and After-Hours Control 



Business parks, free-zone compounds, and staff car parks that need robust after-hours protection rely 

on Full Height Turnstile Gates at the outer perimeter. Extending to roughly head height, these units’ 

function like a rotating cage, making unauthorised climbing or squeezing through effectively impossible, 

which is why they are commonly specified for unattended overnight entrances and secure staff 

compounds. 

Many UAE developments pair full-height units at the outer perimeter with lighter swing or tripod 

barriers at internal lobby entrances, creating a layered approach rather than relying on one gate type to 

do every job across a site. 

Flap Barrier Turnstile Gates for High-Throughput Business Towers 

Large corporate towers and coworking hubs with heavy peak-hour traffic, particularly the morning rush 

and the lunchtime surge, benefit from Flap Barrier Turnstile Gates, which use retractable glass flaps that 

open and close almost silently at high speed. Their fast cycle time reduces queuing at the busiest 

moments of the day far more effectively than a slower-cycling tripod gate. 

Flap barriers also integrate cleanly with digital reception signage and branded lobby design, which many 

UAE developers now treat as part of the overall tenant experience rather than a purely functional 

checkpoint. 

Intelligent Facial Recognition Turnstiles for Frictionless Employee Entry 

The fastest-growing category in UAE corporate lobbies pairs any gate type above with facial recognition 

at the point of entry. Intelligent Facial Recognition Turnstiles identify an enrolled employee as they 

approach and release the gate automatically, removing the need to badge in entirely while producing a 

precise, timestamped record of every entry and exit. 

For a large tower with thousands of employees returning from lunch within the same fifteen-minute 

window, this contactless verification removes the single biggest bottleneck of card-based systems: the 

seconds each person spends tapping a badge, multiplied across an entire building's workforce. 

Biometric Turnstiles and Managing Employee Data Responsibly 

Enrolling an employee population in Biometric Turnstiles carries data-governance responsibilities that 

HR and IT teams need to plan for jointly rather than treating the rollout as a purely technical facilities 

project. UAE employers need a clear consent process before enrolment, encrypted storage of biometric 

templates rather than raw images, and a defined data-retention policy aligned with the UAE's Federal 

Data Protection Law. 

Best practice for a workplace deployment includes briefing staff clearly on how facial data will be used 

before enrolment, limiting access to enrolment records to authorised HR and security personnel only, 

and setting an automatic deletion schedule for employees who leave the organisation. 

Visitor Management Workflows That Pair with Turnstile Gates 

A gate is only half of the visitor experience; the pre-registration and check-in process that happens 

before someone reaches the lobby matters just as much for keeping queues short. UAE office buildings 

increasingly connect their turnstile hardware to a visitor-management platform rather than relying on a 

paper sign-in book at reception. 
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● Pre-registration: hosts submit a visitor's details in advance, generating a QR code or temporary 

credential the guest uses directly at the gate. 

● Host notification: reception or the host employee receives an automatic alert the moment a 

registered visitor arrives on site. 

● Time-limited access: visitor credentials expire automatically at the end of the scheduled 

meeting, removing the need to manually collect a badge on departure. 

● Contractor and delivery workflows: recurring contractors can be issued longer-term temporary 

credentials without going through full employee enrolment. 

This kind of integration turns the lobby into a genuinely managed checkpoint rather than a simple 

physical barrier, giving facility teams accurate, real-time visibility into exactly who is on site at any given 

moment. 

Cost and Efficiency Gains from Automating the Lobby 

Facility managers weighing the investment in automated gates against maintaining a staffed reception 

desk often find the efficiency case is as strong as the security case. Reception staff previously tied up 

manually checking badges or logging visitors by hand can be redeployed to higher-value tasks such as 

concierge services or building management support. 

Beyond staffing efficiency, automated gates reduce the operational cost of managing lost or forgotten 

access cards, cut the administrative burden of manually revoking access for departing employees across 

multiple systems, and produce audit-ready reports that used to require manually cross-referencing 

paper logs during a compliance review or insurance claim. 

Tektronix's Experience Deploying Turnstile Speed Gates UAE-Wide 

Tektronix Technologies has worked with facility and security teams across UAE commercial towers, 

business parks, and free-zone campuses to plan gate layouts that match real visitor and employee flow 

patterns rather than generic building blueprints, from single-tenant offices to multi-tenant 

developments with thousands of daily entries. 

That experience across genuinely different traffic profiles, a single-tenant headquarters behaves very 

differently from a shared coworking tower, is what separates a properly engineered Turnstile Speed 

Gates UAE installation from a standard off-the-shelf gate order. Every deployment account for the 

client's peak-hour volume, tenant mix, and existing HR or visitor-management systems before hardware 

is specified. 

Facility operators evaluating vendors for this category can review Tektronix's dedicated turnstile speed 

gate solutions page, which outlines gate types, biometric integration options, and deployment support 

for UAE commercial buildings. 

Specifying Turnstile Speed Gates Dubai Towers Can Scale with Tenant Growth 

Dubai's commercial towers frequently see tenant turnover and floor-by-floor expansion as businesses 

grow or relocate within the same building. A Turnstile Speed Gates Dubai installation needs the 



flexibility to onboard a new tenant's staff and revoke a departing tenant's credentials without 

reconfiguring the entire lobby system each time a lease changes hand. 

Facility teams should confirm that the access-control software supports rapid bulk credential changes 

tied to lease events, and that reporting can be filtered by tenant for shared-building service charge and 

usage reviews. Teams ready to plan a rollout can consult Tektronix's Dubai turnstile and access control 

page for a site-specific recommendation. 

Planning Turnstile Speed Gates Abu Dhabi Developments Can Rely On 

Abu Dhabi's growing mix of government-adjacent offices, financial institutions, and free-zone business 

parks often carries stricter security and audit expectations than a typical regional office building, given 

the concentration of sensitive tenants in the emirate. A Turnstile Speed Gates Abu Dhabi deployment 

should be planned around those heightened expectations from the earliest design stage, including 

layered access zones and detailed audit logging rather than a single, uniform gate configuration. 

Facility planning teams should map peak arrival and departure times for their specific tenant mix, 

confirm whether any floors require stricter multi-factor verification beyond a simple badge or face scan, 

and ensure the chosen platform integrates cleanly with the building's existing visitor-management and 

CCTV systems before finalising an order. 

Conclusion 

UAE commercial buildings are increasingly designing their lobbies around fast, differentiated access for 

both staff and guests, and the right combination of Turnstile Speed Gates is central to making that work 

smoothly. From accessible Swing Barrier Turnstile Gates at flagship entrances to secure Full Height 

Turnstile Gates at the perimeter, and increasingly Intelligent Facial Recognition Turnstiles for 

frictionless staff entry, facility teams that plan for both populations from day one build lobbies that feel 

effortless to employees and welcoming to visitors alike. 

FAQS 

1. Should visitors and employees use the same turnstile lanes? 

Most well-designed lobbies separate the two flows. Employees typically pass through fast Turnstile 

Access Control lanes using a badge or face scan, while visitors are routed through a dedicated check-in 

lane that issues a temporary, time-limited credential. 

2. What is the difference between a tripod turnstile and a flap barrier for an office lobby? 

A tripod turnstile uses a simple rotating arm and suits lower-traffic secondary entrances, while Flap 

Barrier Turnstile Gates use fast-cycling retractable panels better suited to high-volume main lobbies 

with heavy peak-hour traffic. 

3. Are biometric turnstiles compliant with UAE employee data protection rules? 

They can be, when deployed correctly. Biometric Turnstiles configured under the UAE's Federal Data 

Protection Law require documented employee consent, encrypted template storage, and a clear data-

retention policy tied to employment status. 

4. Can facial recognition turnstiles handle a large multi-tenant office tower? 
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Yes. Intelligent Facial Recognition Turnstiles paired with proper access-control software can segment 

recognition by tenant, ensuring one company's staff credentials do not grant access to another tenant's 

floors within the same building. 

5. How long does it take to install turnstile speed gates in an existing office lobby? 

A single-lane retrofit usually takes a few days, while a full multi-lane Turnstile Speed Gates UAE 

installation across a large lobby, including biometric enrolment and integration with existing tenant 

systems, generally takes two to four weeks depending on lane count and building complexity. 

 


