
HID Amico - The Future of Secure Access in the UAE 

HID Amico represents one of the most significant shifts in physical security to reach the UAE market in 

recent years, replacing card-based entry with touchless, AI-driven facial verification built for high-traffic 

commercial and institutional buildings. As Dubai and Abu Dhabi push toward smart-building standards, 

organizations are re-evaluating legacy readers in favour of platforms that combine speed, hygiene, and fraud 

resistance in a single device. This guide explains how the technology works, why it matters for UAE facilities, 

and how Tektronix's HID Amico deployment services bring the platform to life across the region. 

 

What Is HID Amico? 

HID Amico is a facial-recognition reader line from HID Global, one of the most established names in physical-

identity technology, designed to replace or complement traditional card and PIN credentials at the door. 

Rather than requiring a badge tap, the reader identifies an enrolled user's face in real time, cross-checks it 

against advanced anti-spoofing algorithms, and releases the door — all within a fraction of a second. 

https://tektronixllc.ae/hid-readers-controllers/


For UAE facilities managing high visitor and staff volumes, the appeal is straightforward: no cards to issue, 

lose, or clone, and a verification method that is materially harder to defeat than a stolen badge or shared 

PIN. 

HID Amico Facial Recognition: How It Works 

At the core of the platform is HID Amico Facial Recognition, a matching engine that builds a mathematical 

template from an enrolled user's face rather than storing a photograph outright. When someone approaches 

the reader, the device captures a live image, generates a template from it, and compares that template 

against the enrolled database in real time — typically completing the entire process before the person has 

fully reached the door. 

This template-based approach also has privacy advantages relevant to the UAE's Personal Data Protection 

Law (PDPL): the stored data cannot be reverse-engineered into a usable photograph, reducing the exposure 

if a database were ever compromised. 

HID Amico Facial Recognition Reader: Hardware Overview 

The HID Amico Facial Recognition Reader combines a high-resolution camera, an infrared sensor for depth 

and low-light performance, and on-device processing power so that matching happens locally rather than 

depending on a constant cloud connection. This on-device design matters in the UAE's more remote 

industrial sites and basement parking structures, where network reliability can be inconsistent. 

AI-Powered Anti-Spoofing and Liveness Detection: Stopping Spoof Attacks 

Facial-recognition systems are only as trustworthy as their ability to resist being fooled by a photograph, 

video replay, or mask. HID Amico addresses this directly through AI-Powered Anti-Spoofing technology that 

analyzes subtle depth, texture, and motion cues no static image can reproduce, flagging presentation attacks 

before a match is even attempted. 

This is reinforced by Liveness Detection, which confirms that the face in front of the sensor belongs to a live, 

present individual rather than a printed photo held up to the camera. Together, these two layers make HID 

Amico markedly more resistant to the kind of spoofing attempts that undermined earlier generations of 

facial-recognition hardware. 

HID Aero Controller: The Backbone of the Deployment 

A facial-recognition reader is only one half of a functioning system — it needs a controller capable of 

processing decisions, managing permissions, and communicating securely with the wider access platform. 

The HID Aero Controller fills that role, offering IP-based, PoE-powered connectivity that simplifies cabling 

compared to legacy Wiegand controllers, along with encrypted communication between reader and 

controller to prevent interception or tampering at the door. 

For multi-door UAE deployments, the controller's networked architecture allows facilities teams to manage 

an entire floor or building from a single interface rather than configuring each door in isolation. 

HID Access Control Ecosystem: Readers, Controllers, and Software 

Amico does not operate as a standalone gadget — it sits within the broader HID Access Control ecosystem, 

which spans readers, controllers, credential formats, and management software designed to interoperate 

out of the box. This matters for UAE facilities that already run HID hardware elsewhere in a building: Amico 

readers can typically be layered into an existing HID deployment rather than requiring a rip-and-replace of 

the entire access infrastructure. 

• Unified credential management: Facial templates, cards, and mobile credentials administered from 

one console. 

https://www.tektronixglobal.com/hid-amico.html


• Encrypted reader-to-controller communication: Protecting against man-in-the-middle attacks at the 

door. 

• Open integration standards: Compatibility with leading video-management and visitor-management 

platforms. 

• Centralized audit logging: A single, exportable record of every access event across the ecosystem. 

HID Mobile Access: Extending Amico Beyond the Face 

For staff who prefer not to enroll biometrically, or for visiting contractors who need temporary access, HID 

Mobile Access lets a smartphone act as the credential instead — issued, adjusted, and revoked remotely 

without printing a single card. Pairing mobile credentials with Amico readers at the same doors gives 

facilities teams flexibility: high-security zones can enforce facial verification only, while general circulation 

areas accept either a face or a phone. 

Why UAE Businesses Are Adopting HID Amico 

HID Amico Dubai: Commercial Towers and Financial Districts 

Deployments under the HID Amico Dubai banner are concentrated in dense commercial towers, particularly 

around DIFC's financial district, where high visitor throughput and elevated security expectations make 

touchless, spoof-resistant verification an easy business case. Lobby turnstiles paired with Amico readers let 

thousands of daily occupants pass through without a card tap slowing the queue. 

HID Amico Abu Dhabi: Government and Institutional Campuses 

In HID Amico Abu Dhabi deployments, the technology more often appears across government, energy, and 

institutional campuses, where perimeter buildings and sensitive internal zones benefit from a credential that 

cannot be lent or shared between colleagues the way a badge sometimes is in practice. 

A Practical Example: A DIFC Tower Lobby Retrofit 

Consider a financial-services tenant occupying several floors of a DIFC tower, previously relying on proximity 

cards at both the shared lobby turnstiles and its own suite entrances. Card sharing among contractors and 

frequent lost-badge replacements had become a recurring administrative burden, and the security team had 

no reliable way to confirm that a badge holder was actually the person enrolled against it. 

After installing facial-recognition readers at the suite entrance and pairing mobile credentials at the shared 

lobby turnstiles, the tenant reported a sharp drop in badge-replacement requests and, more importantly, a 

verifiable one-to-one link between an access event and the specific individual who triggered it — a 

distinction that matters considerably during a compliance audit or an internal investigation. 

Facial Recognition vs. Cards vs. Mobile Credentials 

Facilities teams evaluating a reader upgrade often ask how facial verification actually compares to the 

credentials they already know. Each approach carries distinct trade-offs worth weighing against a building's 

specific risk profile. 

• Proximity cards: Familiar and inexpensive, but easily lent, lost, or cloned without additional 

encryption safeguards. 

• PIN codes: No physical token to manage, but codes are shared casually and offer weak individual 

accountability. 

• Facial recognition: Cannot be lent or duplicated and requires no token at all, though enrollment and 

lighting conditions need upfront planning. 



• Mobile credentials: Convenient and instantly revocable, but dependent on a functioning, charged 

smartphone at the moment of entry. 

Most mature UAE deployments blend these methods rather than standardizing on one — facial verification 

for the highest-security doors, with cards or mobile credentials covering general circulation areas. 

Industries Best Suited for HID Amico UAE Deployments 

• Financial services and DIFC-based institutions — trading floors and executive suites requiring the 

highest assurance credential available. 

• Data centers and technology campuses — facilities modelled on the security posture of hyperscale 

operators such as G42. 

• Healthcare facilities — restricting pharmacy and records access to verified personnel only, without 

shared PINs. 

• Government and semi-government buildings — environments where credential sharing carries 

outsized compliance risk. 

• Corporate headquarters and business towers — high-traffic lobbies where touchless entry improves 

both speed and image. 

Why Facilities Teams Choose HID Over Generic Facial-Recognition Hardware 

The UAE market has no shortage of generic facial-recognition kiosks imported from a range of 

manufacturers, often at a lower upfront price than an established platform. The gap tends to show up later 

— in weaker anti-spoofing performance, limited integration with existing access-control software, and thin 

regional support when a firmware issue needs troubleshooting. 

• Established vendor track record: Decades of identity-technology experience behind the reader, not 

a newly assembled product line. 

• Open ecosystem compatibility: Interoperability with the broader access-control and credential 

standards many UAE buildings already run. 

• Documented anti-spoofing performance: Independently evaluated presentation-attack detection 

rather than unverified marketing claims. 

• Regional support availability: Locally based integrators, such as Tektronix, capable of servicing 

hardware without lengthy overseas shipping delays. 

How Tektronix Deploys HID Amico Across the UAE 

Rolling out a HID Amico UAE deployment involves more than mounting a reader on a wall. A properly 

planned installation covers enrollment logistics, network readiness for the HID Aero Controller, integration 

with existing access software, and a fallback credential path for staff who opt out of facial enrollment. 

• Site survey and network assessment: Confirming PoE availability and connectivity at every proposed 

door. 

• Phased enrollment: Registering staff in batches to avoid a bottleneck at go-live. 

• Integration testing: Validating that Amico events flow correctly into the wider access and visitor-

management platforms. 

• Fallback credential planning: Ensuring mobile or card access remains available for anyone who 

declines biometric enrollment. 

https://www.tektronixglobal.com/hid-amico.html


• Post-launch tuning: Adjusting match thresholds and lighting conditions based on real-world 

performance data. 

Organizations exploring a rollout can speak with Tektronix's HID reader and controller specialists to scope a 

deployment suited to their specific building and threat profile. 

Common Deployment Considerations 

• Lighting conditions: Extreme backlighting at glass-fronted lobbies can affect camera performance if 

not accounted for during placement. 

• Enrollment consent: Clear staff communication and consent processes are essential given biometric 

data-handling expectations under PDPL. 

• Mixed-credential doors: Plan explicitly for visitors and contractors who will never enroll facially. 

• Network resilience: On-device matching reduces but does not eliminate the need for stable 

connectivity to the central management platform. 

• Firmware maintenance: Anti-spoofing models improve over time, making a regular update schedule 

part of ongoing security, not a one-time setup task. 

Measuring the Return on a Facial-Recognition Upgrade 

Decision-makers evaluating the cost of an Amico rollout typically look for return in a few concrete places: 

eliminated card-printing and replacement costs, reduced reception and security staff time spent 

troubleshooting badge issues, faster incident investigations thanks to a verifiable identity tied to every 

access event, and a measurably faster lobby experience during peak arrival periods when hundreds of staff 

move through a shared entrance within the same short window. 

For portfolios spanning multiple UAE buildings, standardizing on a single HID ecosystem across sites also 

simplifies vendor management and firmware maintenance, replacing a patchwork of reader brands and 

credential formats with one consistent, centrally managed platform. 

Why Tektronix Is the Region's HID Amico Partner 

Tektronix has installed HID reader and controller infrastructure across UAE financial towers, industrial 

facilities, and campuses supporting institutions clustered around DIFC and Abu Dhabi's business districts, 

including sites aligned with EXPO 2020's legacy security standards. That deployment experience informs 

every recommendation here — from realistic enrollment timelines to the lighting and network conditions 

that determine whether an Amico rollout performs as advertised in day-to-day use. 

As an HID-authorized integrator with a locally based engineering and support team, Tektronix combines 

vendor-certified installation practices with ISO 27001-aligned data-handling standards, giving UAE facilities a 

deployment partner who understands both the hardware and the region it is being installed in. 

What's Next for Facial Recognition in UAE Security 

As the UAE continues its smart-city push, facial-recognition access is expected to deepen its integration with 

national identity frameworks, mobile-wallet-based digital credentials, and AI-driven anomaly detection that 

flags unusual entry patterns without requiring a human to review every log manually. Anti-spoofing models 

will keep improving as adversarial techniques evolve, making regular firmware updates an ongoing part of a 

facility's security posture rather than a one-time installation task. 

Organizations that adopt a flexible, vendor-supported platform today are better positioned to benefit from 

these advances as they mature, rather than facing a full hardware replacement further down the line. 

Pre-Deployment Checklist for UAE Facilities Teams 



Before committing to a rollout, facilities and security leads should confirm the following groundwork is in 

place — most delays in UAE deployments trace back to one of these items being addressed too late in the 

process. 

• Stakeholder alignment: Security, IT, HR, and legal teams agree on enrollment policy and data-

retention timelines before go-live. 

• Network and power readiness: PoE availability and cabling paths confirmed at every planned door 

location. 

• Consent and communication plan: Staff informed in advance about what is captured, how it is 

stored, and how to opt out. 

• Fallback credential strategy: A clear path — mobile or card — for anyone who does not wish to 

enroll biometrically. 

• Support and maintenance agreement: A defined service-level commitment with the integrator for 

firmware updates and hardware faults. 

Conclusion 

HID Amico is redefining what UAE businesses expect from a door reader, pairing HID Amico Facial 

Recognition with AI-Powered Anti-Spoofing and Liveness Detection to deliver verification that is both faster 

and harder to defeat than a card. Backed by the HID Aero Controller and the wider HID Access Control 

ecosystem, it fits naturally alongside HID Mobile Access for organizations that need flexible credentialing. 

Businesses evaluating HID Amico UAE deployments across HID Amico Dubai and HID Amico Abu Dhabi sites 

can turn to Tektronix's HID readers and controllers’ team for a deployment built around real UAE operating 

conditions. 

FAQs 

1. Is facial data stored as an actual photo? 

No — the reader converts a captured face into a mathematical template used for matching, not a stored 

photograph, which limits what could be exposed if a database were ever compromised. 

2. Can it be defeated with a photo or video of an enrolled user? 

The reader's anti-spoofing and liveness checks are specifically designed to detect printed photos, screen 

replays, and masks, rejecting anything that does not exhibit the depth and motion cues of a live person. 

3. What happens if someone doesn't want to enroll their face? 

A well-planned deployment keeps a fallback credential, typically a mobile or card option, available for staff 

and visitors who opt out of biometric enrollment for any reason. 

4. Does it require replacing an existing HID system? 

Not necessarily — the readers are designed to integrate into an existing HID ecosystem, so many UAE 

facilities add them alongside current controllers rather than replacing the whole platform. 

5. How long does installation typically take per door? 

A single-door installation, including controller wiring and initial configuration, is usually completed within a 

day, with enrollment and tuning phased over the following weeks based on staff volume. 

 

https://www.tektronixglobal.com/hid-amico.html

